
Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Happy Halloween, Thankful Turkey day, Cheery Christmas, and Joyful New Yearôs Day! 

I know Iôve mixed up and messed up some of those traditional holiday greetings. Our mass media, adver-

tiser driven, hyper-marketing, ñbuy it now before everyone else gets itò society has basically morphed 

Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Yearôs Day into a four-month marketing campaign. Did 

you notice the Halloween decorations in the stores back in September? Did you see Christmas entice-

ments just before or just after Halloween? 

Here at Alexandria UMC this upcoming holiday season seems just as hectic and a bit chaotic. On the 

first Sunday of November we heard from several speakers (Kristin Peterson, Lydia Staples, and Lowell 

Gess) about how theyôve use grant monies from our trust fund for their specific ministries. The following 

two Sundays I preached on stewardship. On Sunday, November 17, we welcomed eight new members 

into our church. On the 20th the Turkey Dinner and Pie Auction brought nearly 90 people to dinner and 

raised close to $600 for the childrenôs ministry. On the 24th we will have a potluck dinner after the sec-

ond service and then hold our annual church conference. Finally, on Wednesday, November 27th, at 6:30 

pm, we will have a Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service. Thatôs just November. 

In December, my sermon series will be ñThe Real Gifts of Christmas: Hope, Peace, Joy, Loveò. Look for 

some interesting artwork as you enter the church. On December 8 we will have one worship service 

which will include the Childrenôs Christmas Program, Holy Communion, and another potluck dinner fol-

lowing the program. Saturday, December 14 brings our annual Breakfast with Santa and the many visit-

ing families with children. On Thursday, December 19, the new District Superintendent, Rev. Laurie 

Kantonen, will be visiting our church and we will have a meet and greet at 7:00 pm. All of these leads 

into our Christmas Eve worship. Worship times will be 4:00 and 6:00 pm and will include Holy Com-

munion.  

This will culminate in our Second Annual Covenant Renewal Services on Sunday, January 5, 2020. 

Whew, that is a lot going on. 

The one thing (person actually) that get overlooked or shoved to the side by societyôs race to sell us 

things, and the churchesô push to put on programs is Jesus. God loves us so much that God became a ba-

by named Jesus. God, in and through Jesus, would show and teach us what it means to love neighbors 

and love God. Then image of God/Jesus on Sunday, November 24, ñChrist the King Sundayò is the cru-

cified Jesus. This Christmas, when we celebrate baby Jesus, let us remember also the human/God Jesus 

that was crucified, died, buried, and rose from the dead to show us Godôs love and a new way of living in 

community as Christ Followers. ñFor God so loved the world . . .ò. 

Merry Christmas Everyone 

Pastor Gary 

¢ƘŜ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ς ннмл {ƛȄǘƘ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 9ŀǎǘΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΣ ab рсолу 

 DŀǊȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ς ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ǇŀǎǘƻǊƎŀǊȅϪŀƭŜȄǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ 

hŶŎŜΥ  онл-тсо-пснп ς ŜƳŀƛƭΥ  ƻŶŎŜϪŀƭŜȄǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  ǿǿǿΦŀƭŜȄǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ 

December, 2019                     Ginger Mayer 



tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ  

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ όонлύ тсо-пснп 

ǿǿǿΦŀƭŜȄǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ 

tŀǎǘƻǊΥ  DŀǊȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ 

ŜƳŀƛƭΥ  ǇŀǎǘƻǊƎŀǊȅϪŀƭŜȄǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΥ DƛƴƎŜǊ aŀȅŜǊ  

ŜƳŀƛƭΥ  ƻŶŎŜϪŀƭŜȄǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΥ  /ƘŜǊȅƭ 

¢ŀȅƭƻǊ 

ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎϪŀƭŜȄǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΥ  .ǊŜƴŘŀ 

¢ƘƻƳǎƻƴ 

ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ōǊŜƴŘŀϪŀƭŜȄǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ 

/ǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƴΥ  5ŜƴƛǎŜ 5ǊƻǇƛƪ 

bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ   YŀǊŜƴ aǳǊǇƘȅ  ŀƴŘ DǊŀŎŜ 9Ǿƛƴƪ 

hŶŎŜ IƻǳǊǎ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ DŀǊȅτ¢ǳŜ-CǊƛŘŀȅ 

!ŘƳƛƴΦ !ǎǎƛǎǘΦ DƛƴƎŜǊ aŀȅŜǊ 

hŶŎŜ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ όфΥлл-мΥллύ 

aƻƴ-¢ǳŜ-²ŜŘ-¢ƘǳǊǎ-CǊƛ 

.ǊŜƴŘŀτ!ǳƎ ǘƘǊǳ Wǳƭȅ ²ŜŘ ϧ ¢ƘǳǊǎπ

Řŀȅǎ όрΥолτуΥолύ Wǳƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ  

όрол-уΥолύ 

/ƘŜǊȅƭτaƻƴ фŀƳ ǘƻ рǇƳ 

²ŜŘς млŀƳ ςоǇƳ Σ пΥолǇƳ ǘƻ тΥолǇƳ 

CǊƛ-мл ŀƳ ǘƻ мнǇƳ  {ǳƴŘŀȅ фŀƳ-млŀƳ 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ !ǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ 
           нлмф                               нлму 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ       мǎǘ        нƴŘ     мǎǘ     нƴŘ 
bƻǾ о ро           уп      рт            су 
bƻǾ мл рм       ту      пт            ту 
bƻǾ мт пф       тм      ро          тр 
bƻǾ нп пф       тн      сн            тп 
 

In your prayers, please remember 

all in positions of leadership, people 

serving in dangerous and difficult 

settings, returned and returning 

service people and their families, all 

who seek and await peace. 

0ÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ $ÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ 

ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒƙ 

 !ÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ 

ÉÓÓÕÅ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÂÙ .//. ÏÎ -ÏÎÄÁÙ 

$ÅÃ ʧʨÒÄ 

Reminder that we are following our 
Building Use Policyñthe church 
entrance doors will remain locked 
unless there are two people present in 
the building.  Please call ahead before 
you come to church, as there are times 
when we are not in the building, even 
though we are working.  Also, most days 
someone is in the office earlier than 
9:00 a.m. and later than 1:00 p.m. 

bǳǊǎŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻũŜŜ 

ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǝƳŜΦ  bǳǊǎŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ р 

ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ 

ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 

ǝƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ wƻƻƳ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΦ 

¢ƻȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ /ŀǊǘ ¢ǿƻΦ 



December Volunteers 

  Liturgists:   

 Dec  1,8 & 15 8:00    Heidi Ryan  Dec  1,8 & 15  10:30  Bruce Jordan 

 Dec 22 & 29 8:00  Tom DeWitt   Dec 22 & 29  10:30   Kim Tryggeseth  

Ushers:   

       Dec  1 & 8  8:00 Aaron & Kelly Bumgarner, Chuck Bollen 

 Dec 15,  8:00  Carol Meyer, Scott & Vicki Johnston (15th)  

 Dec 22,   8:00  Aaron, Brenda, Zach, and Davyn Thomson (29thTBD) 

        Dec  1 & 8  10:30  Marsha Haugen,  Rolly & Kay Kortlever 

 Dec  17 & 24 10:30  Dave Nelson, Greg & Lars Dropik 

 Greeters:   

 Dec 1 8:00 ðBernie & Betty VanZomeren  10:30ðChuck & Sharon Holm 

     Dec  8 8:00ð Tom & Linda DeWitt    10:30ðHelen Glade 

 Dec  15 8:00ð Carol Meyer    10:30ðBruce Jordan 

    Dec  22 8:00ð Sue Walker     10:30ðMargaret Anderson 

 Dec  29 8:00ðBrenda Thomson  10:30ðCurt & Betty Sax 

Coffee Servers:                         

    Dec 1 Aaron & Kelly Bumgarner 

 Dec 8 Dave & Marsha Campbell/Tom & Donata Herr   

     Dec 15 Darren & Tess Evink/Rob & Kim Tryggeseth 

 Dec 22 Greg & Denise Dropik/Ron & Colleen Schutte 

 Dec  29 Rolly & Kay Kortlever 

Acolytes : 

 Dec   1 8:00  Abby Evink, Cora Bumgarner 10:30  

 Dec   8 8:00  Carson & Liesel Bumgarner     

 Dec   15 8:00 KoleBert Feda   10:30 

 Dec   22 8:00       10:30  

Organists/Pianists:  Janet Eisele      

Nursery Workers:                              Dec 1   Karen Murphy 

 Dec 8 Grace Evink     Dec  15 Karen Murphy 

 Dec 22 Grace Evink     Dec  29 Karen Murphy   



 

December 2019 Youth Ministry Newsletter  

мǎǘ ϧ оǊŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ μ тΥнлτуΥлл !a 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ п ϧ муΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мрΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ р όфΥнл-мл !aύ ϧ мфΣ  

aŀǊŎƘ п ϧ муΣ !ǇǊƛƭ м όфΥнл-млΥллύ  ϧ мрΣ aŀȅ с ϧ нл 

LƴǾƛǘŜ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ όƻǊ ǘǿƻύΗ 
bƻ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ tǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

 фǘƘτмнǘƘ DǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ CǊŜŜ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 

Stuff Nõ Things is meeting Dec. 1st. We are leaving the 

church at 9:05 to eat at Northwoods Café and will return 

by 10:15.  The Youth Group will pay up to $5 per child.  

¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƴǘŀ ƻƴ 5ŜŎΦ мпǘƘ  

ŦǊƻƳ фΥлл-млΥллΦ !ƭƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ 

Cw99 ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ Ǉƭǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Cw99 ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƴǘŀΦ  

The Youth Group is having a Christmas Cookie Fundraiser. Order 

forms are in the bulletins or contact Brenda. Orders & check (write 

youth cookies on memo line) must be turned into the office by Friday, 

Dec. 6th. Pick up is Dec. 15th from 9 am-12 pm. Youth are needed to 

help package cookies on Dec. 14th from 12-2. 

¸ƻǳǘƘ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΥ  5ŜŎΦ пǘƘτaŀƪƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ hǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ                                           

    5ŜŎΦ ммǘƘτ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƻƻƪƛŜǎ  

    5ŜŎΦ муǘƘτ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴƎ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ 5ŜŎΦ нрǘƘ ƻǊ WŀƴΦ мǎǘΦ    

9ƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ōǊŜŀƪΗ {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ уǘƘ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


